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The Columbus Education Foundation ("we," "us," or "our") is committed to protecting the privacy 
of our donors, grant applicants, volunteers, and website visitors. This Privacy Policy outlines how 
we collect, use, disclose, and safeguard your information when you visit our website at 
www.columbuseducationfoundation.org (the "Site").

1. Information We Collect
We collect information that identifies, relates to, or describes you ("Personal Information") in the 
following ways:
Information You Provide Directly:
Donations: Name, billing address, email address, phone number, and payment information when 
you donate. (Payment details are handled securely by our third-party payment processors).
Scholarships and Grants: Student names, school district affiliation, academic records, contact 
details, and application materials submitted by students, educators, or parents.
Inquiries and Mailing Lists: Name and contact details when you sign up for newsletters, 
volunteer opportunities, or contact us.
Information Collected Automatically:
When you access our Site, our web servers and analytics tools (e.g., Google Analytics) may collect 
technical data such as your IP address, browser type, operating system, referring URLs, and pages 
visited via cookies and tracking technologies.

2. How We Use Your Information
We use the information we collect to advance our educational mission, including to:
Process donations and issue tax receipts.
Administer teacher grants, student scholarships, and educational programs.
Send organization updates, event invitations, and fundraising appeals (you may opt out at any 
time).
Respond to inquiries and provide supporter service.
Maintain and improve the security, functionality, and performance of our Site.

3. Donor Privacy Commitment
The Columbus Education Foundation, Inc. deeply values the trust of its donors. We will not sell, 
share, trade, or rent our donors' personal information or mailing lists with any third party for 
commercial purposes.

4. Children’s and Student Privacy (COPPA / FERPA)
Our Site and programs are designed to support local public education.

https://www.columbuseducationfoundation.org/


We do not knowingly collect personal information online directly from children under the age of 
13 without verified parental or legal guardian consent.
Student scholarship application materials involving minors must be submitted by or with the 
explicit consent of a parent, legal guardian, or authorized school administrator.
Any educational records received are held in confidence in accordance with applicable student 
privacy laws.

5. Sharing and Disclosure of Information
We do not sell your data. We may disclose personal information only in the following limited 
circumstances:
Service Providers: To vendor partners who assist with website hosting, payment processing, 
email delivery, and database administration.
Legal Requirements: If required to do so by law, court order, or governmental authority, or to 
defend the legal rights and safety of the Foundation, its community, or others.

6. Data Security
In compliance with Texas law, we maintain reasonable physical, technical, and administrative 
safeguards designed to protect personal information from unauthorized access, loss, misuse, or 
alteration. However, no online transmission or storage system can be guaranteed to be 100% 
secure.

7. Your Choices and Opt-Out
Email Communications: You can unsubscribe from marketing or promotional emails at any time 
by clicking the "Unsubscribe" link at the bottom of the email or contacting us directly.
Cookies: Most web browsers allow you to modify cookie settings or block cookies entirely through 
browser preferences.

8. Third-Party Links
Our Site may contain links to external websites, including school district portals or community 
partners. We are not responsible for the privacy practices or content of third-party websites. We 
encourage you to review their privacy policies when leaving our Site.

9. Contact Us
If you have questions, comments, or requests regarding this Privacy Policy or your personal 
information, contact us at:
Columbus Education Foundation
PO Box 203
Columbus, TX 78934
Email: info@columbuseducationfoundation.org
Phone: 979-733-2122
Website: www.columbuseducationfoundation.org
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